
Some detailed information about the lovely, talented, 
down to earth, highly strategic, award-winning, 
creative, logical, magical, truthful, brave, imaginative, 
original, subversive, obsessive, tall ginger northerner 
Alex Normanton. Currently looking for the next  
full-time opportunity, not just the next job.

I am Alex Normanton:
A Creative Director, Art Director,
Graphic Designer, Husband, 
Father and an anally retentive, 
self-confessed Coffee Geek.
On a more professional note,  
I have worked in the design and 
advertising industry for two 
decades. My approach consists 
of a constant drive, enthusiasm 
and passion for every project no 
matter how big or small. Finding 
a unique creative solution to a 
problem that naturally subverts 
category and sector conventions 
is a strand of thinking I actively 
pursue with a passion.

I have worked with a wide 
variety of clients from SME’s to 
global brands in the art of brand 
creation, positioning, identity 
implementation, guidelines, web 
and design communications.

Design is an integral part of my 
life, whether it is picking up old 
letterpress wooden type from flea 
markets, visiting exhibitions, or 
spotting the kerning or rather  
mis–kerning of letters amongst 
new brand identities.

I am a highly motivated creative 
thinker and problem solver. My 
ideas are often inspired by those 
little nuggets of joy discovered  
in the research phase of a project.
However, I recognise that ideas 
can come from anywhere at any 
time, especially when you stop 
thinking about the problem.

Born in a small UK Northern 
market town famous for its wool 
industry, Nestlé Chocolate and 
Percy Shaw (the designer of the 
cat’s eye reflective road marker). 
14th July 1976 
Halifax, West Yorkshire

--

1994 — 1996
Developed Kodak SLR films,  
learnt to draw old naked models 
(not by choice), worked in charcoal, 
worked in a bakery, studied 
art history, used a Macintosh 
Classic, critiqued design work, 
dated a young model, tutored 
school leavers, became student 
of the year, dumped by the 
aforementioned young model and 
fell in love with design instead.
BTEC National Diploma
Graphic Design — Distinction 
+ Student of the Year 1996 
Leeds College of Art & Design

--

1996 — 1999 
Moved to Newcastle upon Tyne, 
learnt a new dialect, listened 
to Bryan Adams, learnt guitar, 
shaved my head, danced to cheesy 
tunes, ate kebabs, watched 
Friends, played lots of pool, 
bought an Apple LC 630, met the 
girl of my dreams, grew up and 
moved to London Town.
Bachelor of Arts (Hons)
Graphic Design — 2:1
Northumbria University

Current Employment
MassiveMusic, Amsterdam 
Creative Director: Music & Brands 
January 2018 — present

--

Freelance Consultant 
Various agencies 
February 2017 — January 2018

Collider 
Creative Director
February 2016 — April 2017

Straightedge
Creative Director 
January 2015 — January 2016

Alpha International
Creative Director 
December 2013 — January 2015

Freelance Consultant
Design Director 
July 2012 — November 2013

Anoo Design Consultancy
Founder, Creative Director 
September 2008 — June 2012

Proximity London  
Head of Design
June 2006 — July 2008

Saatchi Design, Sydney 
Senior Designer
October 2005 — November 2005

Saatchi & Saatchi, London  
Senior Designer
September 1999 — June 2006

--

Referees’ contact details:  
Strictly upon written permission.



“Alex has a great aptitude for interpreting complex 
information and expressing this in a clear, succinct 
and simple manner. He balances this with a flair for 
craft and aesthetic and has proven himself to be a 
great learner and accomplished practitioner. If you 
are interested in achieving a high standard of work  
I recommend anyone to listen to Alex for his valued 
guidance and opinions, which are based on his 
significant experience.” 

Kevin Finn, Founder: TheSumOf. 
Formerly Joint Creative Director:  
Saatchi Design, Sydney.

Pop over to my LinkedIn profile page to read some more  
kind words from various clients’, colleagues’ and collaborators’.

A selection of metallic, wooden 
and paper objects that need 
dusting from time to time.
During my career, I have been 
fortunate to pick up numerous 
industry awards and nominations 
including Graphis, D&AD, Clios, 
Campaign, Cannes, Creative 
Circle and The One Show.

--

Other attributes and abilities:
Problem-solving, conceptual 
thinking and rationale, leading 
teams, inspiring individuals, 
communicating clearly, challenging 
the status quo, inspiring 
aspiring designers and working 
collaboratively within a team.

Thriving and performing under 
intense pressure and time 
constraints. Engaging clients at 
all levels and communicating high- 
quality benchmark strategic ideas. 
Passionate, conscientious, and 
obsessed with detail.

I am also an accomplished pianist, 
guitarist and drummer, so if this 
graphic design lark doesn’t quite 
work out, you’ll be able to see me 
down the local Shopping Centre 
every day around 3 pm.

The anally retentive bit:  
My preferred coffee of choice.

01
x2 shots of espresso.   
 
02 
Pantone 021 Bone China cup, 
preheated.

03 
A dash of steamed milk (65°C)

04 
And a touch of latté art.  
Sad I know, but it’s pretty simple.

Please note:  
If obsessive instructions cannot 
be followed, I have perfected 
the art of the ‘false smile’ whilst 
drinking instant coffee during the 
interview process.

View my work
alexnormanton.com

Contact me
+31 655 604 644
alex@alexnormanton.com

A couple of relatively unknown 
extra nuggets of information.
Once drove from Edinburgh to 
Romania to deliver humanitarian 
aid in a transit van on behalf of a 
Christian charity. A very humbling 
experience indeed.

I have survived multiple DIY 
disasters: 3 lives remaining.

--

Professional Associations that 
all good designers should be 
affiliated with:
A member of D&AD, The DBA  
and The Typographic Circle.

Other institutions that seem  
to like what I have to say:
Occasional visiting lecturer at 
Leeds Metropolitan University, 
Leeds College of Art & Design  
and Northumbria University.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexnormanton/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexnormanton/
https://alexnormanton.com

